
August 19, 2020 

 

District 228 Students, Families, and Staff,  

I want to begin by congratulating you on a successful start to the school year. I am 

happy to report that despite being in the middle of a pandemic and dealing with 

major storm damage including power outages in our area, that staff institute and 

our first days of remote learning went off without a hitch. D228 faculty has 

reported high attendance rates with students actively participating and engaging in 

class. 

As you may know, our staff has been working diligently to prepare and return to school in a blended learning model 

(partial in-person and partial remote instruction) beginning on September 8. It has always been my plan to take a 

conservative approach with the goal of creating a safe environment for returning to face to face teaching when 

appropriate. 

However, on Thursday, August 13, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) issued additional guidance which has 

made it virtually impossible to create an environment that could meet the requirements necessary to return to any form 

of in-person schooling. 

Because I cannot ensure that the guidance provided by the IDPH can be met with fidelity, District 228 will continue with 

a remote learning schedule for the remainder of the first quarter (until Oct. 18). I want to ensure you that our faculty 

and administration are eager to see our students in person, however, I cannot in good faith risk the health and safety of 

our students, community, and staff. 

Therefore, because the IDPH guidance cannot be followed with fidelity, I am also suspending our limited athletic 

programs until further notice. 

While athletics will be suspended until further notice, I am confident that our district can continue providing clubs and 

activities to students in the remote setting. Therefore, activities will continue remotely. Currently, District 228 

administration is working with staff to arrange a virtual process which will allow an opportunity for all students to get 

involved in extracurriculars. As this process becomes finalized, our district will distribute additional information on how 

students can get involved in the various clubs and activities we have to offer.  

While I know this is not the news many of you were hoping, please know that I intend to monitor the situation and we 

will continue to make every effort to return to face to face learning when the guidance allows. In the meantime, 

continue to keep up the great work and reach out to your school buildings with any concerns or questions you may 

have. We are here to support you and we will get through this together.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Bill Kendall 
Superintendent 
Bremen High School District 228  


